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tial bever, to connect the supper. But amid gormandising, Serlo
entertained another plan, which he longed to have fulfilled. He
imagined that he saw a kind of inclination between Wilhelm and
Aurelia; and he anxiously wished that it might assume a serious
shape. He hoped to cast the whole mechanical department of his
theatrical economy on Wilhelm's shoulders; to find in him, as in
the former brother, a faithful and industrious tool. Already he
had, by degrees, shifted over to him most of the cares of manage-
ment: Aurelia kept the strong-box; and Serlo once more lived as
he had done of old, entirely according to his humour. Yet there
was a circumstance which vexed him in secret, as it did his sister
likewise.
The world has a particular way of acting towards public per-
sons of acknowledged merit: it gradually begins to be indifferent
to them; and to favour talents which are new, though far inferior;
it makes excessive requisitions of the former, and^ accepts of any-
thing with approbation from the latter.
Serlo and Aurelia had opportunity enough to meditate on this
peculiarity. The strangers, especially the young and handsome
ones, had drawn the whole attention and applause upon them-
selves ; and Serlo and his sister, in spite of the most zealous ef-
forts, had in general to make their exits without the welcome
sound of clapping hands. It is true, some special causes were at
work on this occasion. Aurelia's pride was palpable, and her con-
tempt for the public was known to many. Serlo indeed flattered
every individual; but his cutting gibes against the whole were often
circulated and repeated. The new members again were not only
strangers, unknown and wanting help, but some of them were
likewise young and amiable; thus all of them found patrons.
Ere long, too, there arose internal discontents, and many
bickerings among the actors. Scarcely had they noticed that our
friend was acting as director, when most of them began to grow
the more remiss, the more he strove to introduce a better order,
greater accuracy, and chiefly to insist that everything mechanical
should be performed in the most strict and regular manner.
Thus, by and by, the whole concern, which actually for a time
had nearly looked ideal, grew as vulgar in its attributes as any
mere itinerating theatre. And unhappily, just as Wilhelm, by his
labour, diligence and vigorous efforts, had made himself acquainted
with the requisitions of the arl^ aud^trained completely both his
person and his habits to comply witfcihem, he began to feel, in
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